THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES

Merovingian chancellery, with its lay referendars, was modelled
upon that of Rome; the king picked his agents where he chose,
even from ^ among his slaves;1 his bodyguard of antrustions was
reminiscent of the Pretorian guard. And to tell the truth, the
populations over whom he reigned had no conception of any
other form of government. It was the government of all the kings
of the period, Ostrogothic, Visigothic, Vandal. It should be noted
that even when the kings assassinated one another the peoples did
not revolt. Ambitious men committed murder, but there were
no popular risings.

The cause of the Merovingian decadence was the increasing
weakness of the royal power. And this weakness, by xwhich the
Carolingians profited, was due to the disorder of the financial
administration, and this again was completely Roman. For, as
we have seen, the king's treasury was nourished mainly by the
impost. And with the disappearance of the gold currency, during
the great crisis of the 8th century, this impost also disappeared.
The very notion of the public impost was forgotten when the
curiales of the cities disappeared.

The monetarii who forwarded this impost to the treasury in the
form of gold solidi no longer existed. I think the last mention of
them refers to the reign of Pippin. Thus the mayors of the palace
no longer received the impost. The monarchy which they estab-
lished by their coup Sitat was a monarchy in which the Roman
conception of the public impost was abolished.

The kings of the new dynasty, like the kings of the Middle Ages
long after them, had no regular resources apart from the revenues
of their domains.2 There were still prestations, of course (para-
veredi, mansiones), which dated from the Roman epoch, and in
particular the tonlieu. But all these were diminishing- The droit
de gite was exercised by the functionaries rather than by the king.
As for the tonlieu, which brought in less and less as the circulation

1 See the characteristic example of the Count Leudastes, the enemy of
Gregory of Tours.                                     **

a All that remained of the Roman impost was thejusticiae.